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Racial and Ethaic Mental Health Disparities Coalition

May 19, 2025

The Honorable Akilah Weber Pierson

Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, Subcommittee No. 3 Health and
Human Services

1021 O Street, Room 7310

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Dawn Addis

Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget, Subcommittee No. 1 on Health
1021 O Street, Suite 4120

Sacramento, CA 95814

Sent via email to: SBUD.Committee@senate.ca.gov, AsmBudget@asm.ca.gov

Re: May Revision Proposal - Reject Cuts to Mental Health Wellness Act

Dear Chair Weber Pierson and Chair Addis:

The undersigned organizations support children, youth, and families in behavioral health
programming, foster care, education, juvenile justice, and prevention. We are very
concerned about proposed cuts that will impact Californians’ access to timely
behavioral health care, crisis support, and community-based services that are not
only life-changing but can be lifesaving. The Governor’s May Revise proposes
eliminating annual funding for the Mental Health Wellness Act which would impact three



critical initiatives already in motion despite strong support and investment from the
Legislature and connection to the goals of behavioral health transformation. This includes
$20M for services to expectant mothers and those parenting young children, a $20M cut to
Full-Service Partnership (FSP) program development and $20M in Peer Respite programs.

The Commission on Behavioral Health was poised to award $20M to 6 Community Based
Organizations (CBOs) focused on services to children ages 0-5 and maternal mental

health. These grants were intended to support expectant and parenting families through early
childhood when support has the greatest long-term impact. They would connect families,
especially low-income mothers of color, to systems like CalAIM and BH-CONNECT. The
$20M was budgeted to include $18M to 6 CBOs across California with another $2M for
technical assistance and landscape analysis. Cutting this funding now would derail the work
just as it is ready to launch and harm families who urgently need care and the connection to
services.

The proposed cuts also include $20M dedicated to improving Full-Service Partnerships
(FSPs), a cornerstone of California’s behavioral health care for the most vulnerable people.
This funding was intended for capacity building, technical assistance and performance
management and the Request for Proposals (RFPs) were ready to be posted. This funding is
about making sure FSPs actually work for real people in crisis, not just maintaining
programs, but improving how services are delivered and evaluated through technical
assistance and performance management. The success of Prop 1 is dependent upon FSPs

working well. Cutting these funds now would negatively affect the implementation of Prop
1.

Finally, the cuts also include $20M for the Peer Respite Initiative already in development.
Peer respites are home-like, voluntary settings where people in crisis receive support from
trained peers. They aim to prevent hospitalization and police intervention. Peer Respite
programs are a key element of California’s vision for behavioral health transformation and
directly support goals in the 988 Strategic Plan. For many, especially people of color and
those with past trauma, peer respites offer dignity, choice, and healing in ways traditional
crisis services cannot. Cutting this funding now would stall the creation of safe, trusted
alternatives that could reduce Emergency Room visits, hospitalizations, and law enforcement
involvement.

Collectively, these investments are essential in light of the state’s behavioral health crisis and
goals of Prop 1. We share a commitment to addressing the long-standing and escalating
mental health crisis, and we respectfully urge you to reject these proposed cuts to ensure all
Californians can access the healing and care they need and deserve.



Sincerely,

Selena Liu Raphael, Senior Behavioral Health Policy Advocate
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Angela M. Véazquez, MSW, Advocacy Director — Mental Health
The Children’s Partnership

Bill Stewart, President
California Association of Local Behavioral Health Boards/Commissions
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Theresa Comstock, President
California Coalition for Behavioral Health
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Courtney Armstrong, Director of Government Affairs
First 5 Association of California
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Stacie Hiramoto, MSW

Director, Racial & Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition

Cc: Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 1, Members

Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 3, Members



