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May 27, 2025

The Honorable Mike McGuire

Senate President Pro Tempore The Honorable Robert Rivas
1021 O St., Suite 8518 Assembly Speaker
Sacramento, CA 95814 P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 95814
The Honorable Scott Weiner

Chair, Senate Committee on Budget & The Honorable Jesse Gabriel

Fiscal Review Chair, Assembly Budget Committee

1021 O St., Suite 8620 P.O. Box 942849 Sacramento, CA
Sacramento, CA 95814 94249-0046

The Honorable Dr. Akilah Weber The Honorable Dawn Addis

Pierson Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #1
Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee #3 1021 O Street, Suite 8230

1021 O St., Suite #7310 Sacramento, CA 9581

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Oppose Proposed $15.8 Million Cut to California Reducing Disparities
Project (CRDP) under Office of Health Equity/Dept. of Public Health

Dear Legislative Leaders,

As statewide organizations that are active in the state level behavioral health

community, we are writing to express our strong opposition to an item that was
proposed in the Governor’s May Revise.



Despite groundbreaking accomplishments, the Governor’s May revisions to the
state budget for FY 2025-2026 propose to COMPLETELY CUT the last
remaining year of funding for the California Reducing Disparities Project
(CRDP). These funds were allocated by the Legislature in 2021 to extend the
CRDP four years based on the Pandemic and the unprecedented success for the
programs and research efforts. These funds are already in contract with direct
service provider partners.

During both Assembly and Senate Budget Subcommittee hearings last week, we
were very appreciative of the supportive comments of members and the many
questions they directed at the Department of Public Health that the Department
found difficult to answer.

The African American, Latinx, A/PIl, Native American, and LGBTQ+ communities
comprise the five priority populations that are the focus of the CRDP. The CRDP
Is administered by the Office of Health Equity under the California Department of
Public Health. This project is the largest and most successful California investment
in reducing behavioral health disparities among these five priority populations.

The significant statewide CRDP evaluation conducted by Dr. Cheryl Grills and her
team at the Psychology Applied Research Center at Loyola Marymount University
demonstrated mental health improvement across the age continuum of participants
and across all five priority populations. Furthermore, for every tax-payer dollar
invested in the CRDP, there was a return of five dollars in current and future
benefits for the State of California.

The CRDP funds 33 community-based organizations to research and implement
community defined evidence practices (CDEPSs) to improve the mental health of
individuals from some of the most marginalized and disadvantaged communities
across the state. In addition, the federal administration is targeting all of the
communities served by the CRDP in one way or another. The state needs to
support and protect, not turn its back on these communities.

The proposed cut would be devastating to children, families, adults, and senior
participants across the state. The cut would also end services in June. It is
unconscionable to end critical behavioral health services with little to no notice.
The budget should not be balanced on the backs of marginalized communities.



We strongly urge that you vote to reject the proposed $15.8 million cut to the

California Reducing Disparities Project under the Department of Public

Health in the May Revise.

Sincerely,

Jenny Bayardo

Jenny Bayardo
Executive Director

California Behavioral Health Planning

Council
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Stacie Hiramoto, MSW
Executive Director

Racial & Ethnic Mental Health
Disparities Coalition

Theresa Comstock.

Theresa Comstock

President

California Coalition for Behavioral
Health

Executive Director
CA Association of Local Behavioral
Health Boards & Commissions

Merone Ugonafer

Merone Agonafer
Legislation and Policy Consultant
Cal Voices
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Le Ondra Clark Harvey
CEO

Californa Behavioral Health
Organization

Elizabeth Oseguera

Elizabeth Oseguera

Director of Public Policy
California Alliance of Child and
Family Services



