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Executive Committee

Officers:

President (2022-26): Theresa Comstock, CA Assoc. of Local BH Boards/Commissions
President-Elect (2025-26): Shanti Ezrine, CA Association of Marriage & Family Therapists
Past President: Adrienne Shilton, CA Alliance of Child and Family Services

Secretary (2025-27): Trent Murphy, CA Assoc. of Alcohol & Drug Program Executives
Treasurer (2023-25): Erin McIntyre, Occupational Therapy Association of CA

Members at Large:

Randall Hagar, Psychiatric Physicians Alliance of CA

Stacie Hiramoto, Racial and Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition
Courtnie Thomas, CA Association of Behavioral Health



Executive Summary

The California Coalition for Behavioral Health (CCBH) is a diverse, broad-based
coalition of statewide associations and organizations who seek to improve the delivery
of mental health services and substance use services in California, with a focus on
creating better access to care and assuring parity in the delivery of behavioral health
services, on par with other health care services.

The coalition coalesced around Proposition 63 in 2004, the landmark initiative
that significantly bolstered funding of mental health programs through a one-percent tax
on individual income over $1 million. With the passage of Proposition 1 in March of
2024, the Mental Health Services Act became the Behavioral Health Services Act, with
an increased emphasis on individuals with the most significant mental health and
substance use conditions. CCBH remains steadfast in our core commitment to ensure
adequate funding for behavioral health programs and care. In 2025, members partici-
pated in informing the Behavioral Health Services Act policy documents and planning
efforts, and CCBH updated our website to include a “BHSA Tools” page that includes links
to key resources and toolkits for community planning: cabehavioralhealth.org/bhsa .

Priority areas include: housing, parity and workforce. These priorities guided state

and federal legislative and policy analysis, recommendations and advocacy. CCBH
members discussed budget, legislation and policy issues during quarterly meetings,
virtual work sessions, and meetings with state and federal leadership. Policy and
legislative actions are listed on the following pages.

Communicate with CCBH through:

Email: ccoh@cabehavioralhealth.org

Website: cabehavioralhealth.org

Bluesky: @cabehavioralhealth.org
Facebook: California Coalition for Behavioral Health

X: @CCBHCoalition


https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/bhsa
mailto:ccbh@cabehavioralhealth.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574087580966
http://cabehavioralhealth.org
https://bsky.app/profile/cabehavioralhealth.org
http://cabehavioralhealth.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574087580966
https://x.com/CCBHCoalition

2025 Policy and Legislative Action

CCBH supported and/or informed state and federal budgets, policy and legislation. As a
broad-based organization, CCBH uses a consensus model, and is guided by the Agenda
for Fairness.

In addition to written advocacy, CALBHB/C President, Theresa Comstock, provided
in-person legislative and budget advocacy at hearings in Sacramento. In Washington DC,
Comstock met with Senator Padilla’s health policy advisor.

Federal Advocacy

FACT SHEET: Cuts To Behavioral Health Increase Costs to Californians, April 14, 2025
FACT SHEET: Impact of Proposed Medicaid Cuts, March 7, 2025

PRESS RELEASE: CCBH Urges Congress to Maintain Critical Behavioral Health
Services, March 7, 2025

Letter to Senator Alex Padilla | Letter to Senator Adam B. Schiff, March 12, 2025

Letter to Congressman David Valadao (CA District 22), February 26, 2025

Letter to Congresswoman Young Kim (CA District 40), February 26, 2025

Letter to Congressman Ken Calvert (CA District 41), February 26, 2025

State of California | Policy Advocacy
CCBH submitted the following letters in 2025.

Behavioral Health Transformation:
Performance Outcomes Letter to DHCS | December 2, 2025

Medi-Cal:
Medi-Cal Enrollment Issue for Group Providers Letter to DHCS | May 22, 2025
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https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/coalition-documents.html
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/coalition-documents.html
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/behavioral_health_funding_fact_sheet___april_14_2025___ccbh.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/ccbh_fact_sheet_03.07.2025__impact_of_medicaid_cuts___ccbh.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/ccbh_urges_congress_to_maintain_critical_behavioral_health_services.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter.ccbh.senator_padilla.03.12.2025.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter.ccbh.senator_schiff.03.12.2025.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/congressman_valadao--_protect_our_childrens_mental_health.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/congresswoman_kim--_protect_our_childrens_mental_health.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVCxltAUcyqtAsdgmFYciLn5L2ufCcAfNybDEkjYBc0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/congressman_calvert--_protect_our_childrens_mental_health.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qq3fOvpZpUPDdYx7rl4j23hB4qtAqObxW_g2q_rfIwA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/ccbh_to_dhcs._performance_measures_12.02.2025_no_signature.docx.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/coalition_letter_medi-cal_enrollment_issue_for_group_providers_rendering_nsmhs__5.22.25_.pdf

State of California | Legislative Advocacy

CCBH supported the following bills in 2025.

AB 384 (Connolly) Mental Health Protection Act
e Sample Letter | Fact Sheet | Status: 2-Year Bill

AB 804 (Wicks) Homelessness: Medi-Cal: housing support
e Sample Letter | Fact Sheet | Status: 2-Year Bill

SB 100 State Budget
e (California Reducing Disparities Project - Funding Restored!
e California Warm Line - $4 Million Restored (Loss of $6M)
e [Mental Health Wellness Act Grants - Funding Restored!

SB 531 (Rubio) Student Mental Health Education
e Sample Letter | Fact Sheet
® Organizational Sign-On Letter of Support
e Status: 2-Year Bill | Status: 2-Year Bill

SCR 69 and HR 42 Behavioral Health Awareness Month

e letter of Support
e Status: Adopted 05/27/2025!


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB804
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLcUmhvOGUyDDR8yhF0S-glB0wreBN_btNqnt5rB3Oo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sKF5k8qqTLEkB3xvdFFx9s5slYtsg0u1/view
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB804
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RXFex4xRQSu824xrS1hL0V5PtIHkL7GrvG20O-vu-Kk/edit?usp=sharing
https://wclp.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Housing-Support-Services-Fact-Sheet-Feb-2025.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter_to_leadership_from_coalition__1_.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/california_warm_line_community_letter_2025.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/coalition_letter_re_may_revise_opposition_to_grant_cuts_may_2025.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB531
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yGbyNkN0LiISIlC01dJYdODU8iRCIld2nwRGAPK_LDA/edit?usp=sharing
https://youthlaw.org/laws-policy/california-sb-531-student-mental-health-education-2025
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/4.25_sb_531_letter_of_support_sign_on__ws_.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter.scr_69_and_hr_42.bhmonth.05.19.2025.pdf

Membership
The following organizations were active members in 2025:

California Academy of Child Adolescent Psychiatry
California Alliance of Child & Family Services
California Association for Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors
California Association of Alcohol and Drug Program Executives
California Association of Local Behavioral Health Boards & Commissions
California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists
California Association of Mental Health Patients' Rights Advocates
California Association of Mental Health Peer Run Organizations
California Association of Social Rehabilitation Agencies
California Behavioral Health Association
California Behavioral Health Planning Council
California Institute for Behavioral Health Solutions
California Primary Care Association
California Psychological Association
Council on Criminal Justice & Behavioral Health
County Behavioral Health Directors Association of California
Disability Rights California
National Association of Social Workers, California Chapter
National Union of Healthcare Workers
Occupational Therapy Association of California, Inc.
Psychiatric Physicians Alliance of California

Racial and Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition
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Shanti Ezrine, State Government Affairs Associate, CA Association of Marriage &
Family Therapists (CAMFT)

Lauren Finke, Senior Director of Policy for the Kennedy Forum
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https://bhsoac.ca.gov/
https://bhsoac.ca.gov/
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